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OPERATIONS OF THE 3D BATTALION, 20TH INFANTRY
(6TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT MAFFIN. BAY, NEW
GUINEA, £1-25 JUNE 1944
(PAPUAN CAMPAIGH)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion 5-3)
9] ERTAIION
INTRODUCTION | ,

The transition from veteran troops to combat veterans
occurs in a matter of seconds. When the first shot is fired
in anger the troops find out whether the confidence placed
in their leaders 1s Justifled; only then do the leaders
know how effective thelr training has been.

For the 34 Battallon, 20th Infantry Reglment (6th Ine
fantry Division) this transition occurred on 20 June 1944.
The orr;cera and men of this battalion had manguvered o=
gether in LOUISIANA, TENNESSEE, and the DESERT CENTER.
They had undergone rigorous Jjungle tralining in Hawail and
amphibious training at MILNE BAY, NEW GUINEA. They were
well trained when they recelived their first combat mission.
(1)

The 6th Infantry Division departed from MILNE BAY on
7 June administratively loaded. This'meant another unop-
posed landing. The Marine lnstructor at the amphibious
training schopl had made it very clear that a ship had to
be combat loaded before the troops could succesafully at-
tack an enemy beach. Bpeculation ran high. Most men
figured HOLLANDIA as the next stop, then more training. (2)

When the ships dropped anchor four days later it was
in MAFFIN BAY, NEW GUINEA, a spot you can find on your
Atlas only 1lf you happen to know that 1t encompasses TOEM
and SARMI. A few hundred yards off shore was WAKDE ISLAND,

(1) A~2, pp 14-40
(2) A-4



only recently taken from the Jape. [See Map A)
The first men on ahore learned that the beachhead

was gtill hot. Only 300 yards inland the Japﬁ still
occupled the ground and made nightly foraging parties.
The 158th Regimental Combat Team was the only combat unit
in the area. To the east, the 158th RCT had been forced to
draw back to close its overeextended supply lines. They
still held a long stretch of the beachline but little else.
(3) | |

More important they learned that the 158th RCT had
another combat mission in the near future andi were golng to
pull out as Soon as the 6th Division relieved them. Resis-
tance had been much heavier thaﬁ expected; securling the
beachhead to make WAKDE ISLAND usable &g an alrstrip and
MAFFIN BAY usable as a supply base would require more troops.
(4) |
IHE GENERAL BITUATIOHN

The 6th Inraﬁtry Division was operating under direct
control of Bixth Army. At the time this action took place
MAFFIK BAY was the newest and eonaequently the moat advanced
NEW GUINEA base. The 6th Divieion mission was to find the
Japs in the beachhead area and destroy them.

~ The intelllgence situaticn on 12 June when the command-

ing general of the 6th Division (Ma} Gen Franklin C. Silbert)
assumed cémmand of the beachhead wes not too bad. There were
2500 to 3000 Japs concentrated in the SARMI - TOEM area.
They were believed to be remnants of the Japanese 36th In-
fantry Divlsion who had been driven out of HOLLARDIA. Until
they were eliminated, WAKDE ISLAND and MAFFIN BAY could not
be used. (5) |

(53 A-3, p. 27

(4) A5, p. 2
(6) Personal knowledge; statement of C/8 eth Infantry
DiViBiano
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DISPOSITIONS AND PRELIMINARY OPERATIONS

During the period 13-20 Jﬁne the three regimenis of the
dlvision were diaposed'along the beach: the 634 Infantry west
of TOEM, the 1lst Infantry in the TOEM ares, and the 20th In-
fantry to the esst in the area occupled by the 158th ROT.
All regiments sent out patrols to locate the enemy positions,
but the Japs habltually evaded small patrols..

The first actual concentration of Japs was sighted on
16 June. From concealed positions a 20th Infantry patrol
watched 128 Japs move along a naﬁive trall south of LONE
TREE HILL. Patrolling was intensified 1n this area but our
pairols were unable to contact the enemy in force. Through-
out the LQﬁéffﬁ@%\H;LL area, however, patrols found signs
of Japanese bivouacs.

On 19 June a combat patrol from L Company made the
first positive contact with the enemy. Advancing on LOKE
TREE HILL from the west they ran into a Jap ambush. The
platoon leader and three other men were killed while trying
to break contact. (6)

On the same day another patrol surprised a Jap taking
a bath and captufed hir. The prisdnar painted an encourag-
ing word plcture for the 1ﬁterrogatort; morale was low 1in
his regiment; there was not enough to eat and very little .
ampunition for the machine guns. The Japs were avolding
contact because they didn't have weapons to fight with.
There were only about 300 Japs 6oncentrated in the LONE TREE
HILL area the prisoner confided, and many of them were 1ll
with malaria. He wouldn't consider going to his unit %o ask

_them to surrender, however, because the_commandant Ywould
kill me.*

Reconnalssance reports and the PW'e statement tied in.
Except for the L Company patrcl, the Japs had offered little

(6} Personal knowledge
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resistance choosing to run whenever posslble. The division
commander ordered the 20th Infantrj to attack LONE TREE HILL
and destroy or capture the Japs.

A strong reconnaissance I;atrol advanced up fhe northern
.slope of LONE TBEE HILL the following déy,'BO‘June. About
half way up the hill the patrol split into two partles and
forked out to either flank. Both elements of the patrol
ran into Jap rifle fire but the Japs withdrew after exchang-
ing a few rounds. (7)
| Since 1t was late in the afternoon and the troops could
not move forward and dig ln before dark, the patrol withdrew.
THE TERRAIN

LORE TREE HILL 18 one of the ﬁorst posslble misnomers.
It is covered with thousande of tress and all types of jungle
vegetation., Actually it is a large coral hill mass about
1200 yards long by 1000 yards wide. To the west it slopes
to the crest. On the other sides 1t is faced with asteep
‘Jagged clliffs rising aimost to the top. ROCKY POINT ls a

small outeropping of the iarger hill that juts 100 feet out
into the ocean. (See Mag‘B)

The Jape took the utmost advantage of the defensive
capabilities of the coral hill. Natural tunnels were im-
proved until they were of cavern dilmensiona. Caves and
short.tunnels housed machine guns and 75-mm howitzers. Caa-
ouflaged burlap coverings for these positions made 1t almoat
impossible to see them from a dlstance. Ralls made i1t possi-
ble to roll a gun into firing position and rapidly withdraw
it. The Japs on top of the hill widened shallow crevices
for machine gun positions. In some éases ¢cave openinga on
top of the hill led to cliff-side tunnels 20 feet below.

In the final stage of this actlon & 2B0-pound demolition

T7) &a-1, p. 5
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charge was set-off in the maln tunnel and smoke poured out
of at least 20 openings. (See Exhibit 1) (8)
THE REGIMENTAL PLAN

The regimental comuander assembled hls commanders and

\{J fe -
staff in the vicinity of the SNAKEY RIVER pqg}meter on the

afternoon of 20 June to announce his plan. In general, the
plan was for the lst and 34 Battalions to attack simﬁltane-
ously -- the lst Battalion to capture the southern knoll
and the 3d Battallan the northern kncll. The 24 Battallon,
in reserve, was to be prepared to reinforce elther assault
battalion.

The mission ascsigned to the Beglmentai Antitank Com-
pany and Cannon Company were not those recommended in the .
field manualis, but normal misslions are for normal terrain.
Antltank Company was to fire into the cave openings oOn
ROCKY POINT and the visible portion of LONE TREE HILL. Can-
non Company, from positions in rear of SNAKEY RIVER, was to
reinforce artillery fires. Cannon Company FO's were furnish-
ed each'battalion. _ |

The 51at Field Artillery had already reglstered on the
attack area but because of poor viaibllity in the Jungle, FO's
were to check concentrations at intervals. The 4.2-inch mor-
tar company in support of the reglment did not have fegularly
assigned forward observers but they were to furnishrqualified'
noncommissioned officers to each battallon.

Company B, 6th Engineer Battalion was to construef a
bulldozer road parallel to the beach as soon as the 3d Batta—

1lon took thelr objective (9)

(8) Personal khowledge; A-l, p. 4
(9) Personal knowledge



AFTER~-ACTION PHOTOGRAPHS

This hole led to a cave 20 feet be-
low. A ladder was uséd to move a
machine gun to the top. Shells and
flame throwers have-destroyed the
jungle vegetation that concealed the
position for three days.

A Jap ald statlion and
fleld k;tchen vere oper;
ating in thls cavern.
Only flame throwers drove _

them cut.

A track-mounted 7&6-mm howitzer
] wags well concealed 1ln this

| cave. It had only 200 yards

! field of fire at land targets
| but an unlimited fleld of fire

} " toward the ses.

A Jap machine gun was set

up along this fire lane.
Until the'vegetation was
burned away 1t was salmost

imposeible to find the 1

cave in the mound to the i

left.



NARRATION
IHE FIR3ST ATTACK: 21 JUNE

On 21 June at 0800 the 31 Battalion attacked LONE TREE
HILL. With companiee in column and L Compa ny leading, the
battallon crossed the SNAKEY RIVER and followed an azlimuth
toward the objective. Visihllity in the jungle was leasd
than 20 yards. The battalion was strung out in eingle
file with flank guarde malntaining visual contact. (See
Map G) h

- After advancing about 800 yardé L Gumpany_reported that
they had gseen a few Japs to the front. While the L Company
commander waé making this report a fire fight broke out.
From the frbnt and the left flank the Japs fired on the ex-
tended column. Every one hit the ground Just a8 they had
been trained to do. Unfortﬁnataiy, however, 1t was lmposs-
ible to see the enemy from the prone position. (10)

The battalidn commander ordered K Company, the seéond
unit in ocolumn, to sewing wide to the left and outflank the
Jap machine guns on the 1eft, but both K and I Gompénies
were also under fire. The battalion commander ordered all
three company commanders to get troops out 6f thelr flanks
to knock out the Jap machine guns. BSmall groups of men
from the main column began to work toward the sound of the
Jap guns, but now the wily Japs began to pepper the area
with grenades and knee mortars. '

A8 the security units worked close to the Japs on the
rlank; the Japs withdrew. In .about an hour the securlty
units flushed out the area on the left flank.

In the meantime the rifle companies in the column had

almoét instinetively formed small perimeters with only a

(10} Personal knowledge



" few feet between men. The battallon now had an adequate
defensive formation but they were hardly prepared to con-
tinue the attack.

 The battalion commander reorganized‘the column, thie
time with stronger forces on the flanks. In addition each
company dispatched its own flank guards. L Company began
' to move but before they advanced a hundred yards the -head
of the column ran into an almost vertical 20-foot oliff,

By alternately climbing, boosting, and pulling, the
leading platoon acaled the cllff to £ind a falrly open
plateau to thelr front. While the leading platoon was 8cale
ing the cliff the L Company commander and the battallon ocom-
mander reconnoltered to find & way to by-pass the obstacle.
To the left they ran into Jap machine gun fire; to the right
they found a deep narrow ravine with vertical 50-foot sldes.
Up and over the cliff seemed to be the only way to the crest
of LONE TREE HILL. (Bee Map G) (11) |

The remainder of L Company and the battalion command
group scaled the cliff ﬁhile beilng protected by the lead-
ing L Company platoon. Then the Japs resumed their sport,
This time iﬁ was grenades and knee mortars. A concentration
of heavy mortars landed about 100 yards ahead of the.troopa
on the plateau but the Japs made no effort to shift the fire.
The troops on top of the plateau took the brunt of the attack
but the companies below the cliff were also under fire,

By this time it was obvious that we had foolishly fought
our way into a trap. Under fire from both flanks and facing
an area well covered by a mortar barrage, diécretion seemed
- the better part of valor. The battalion commander told the
'artillery lislson officer to smoke the area to the front and

{11) Personal knowledge



the Cannon Gompany.rorwand observer to smoke the left flank.
Under cover of these fires the battalion withirew to the
SNAKEY RIVER perimeter. (12) |

The let Battallon attack also had been stopped early
in the afternoocn. One company was isolated on the aﬁape
rof the hlll and pinned-down'aa dusk fell. The 24 Battailon
had not been committed since neither assaﬁlt battalion had
been successful. (13) ‘

| As soon as the 3d Battallon formed a defensive ferlmetér
on the BNAKEY RIVER the battalion commander called the com-
manders and staff of hls foxhole to issue an attack order for
the next day. His only reference to the day's succession of
errors was couched in a terse opening statement: fWe learned
8 hell of a lot more today than the Japs did. Tomorrow it's
going to be difrerenti® (14)

His plan of attack was simple: K Company was to ad-
vance boldly down the beach and hit LONE TREE HILL from the
ocean elde; L Company was to attack through the jungle, get
on the crestllne and Join'x Company on the northern Enob of
the hlll; I Company, in reserve, was to follow whichever
company got on the objestive Tirst. Boﬁh K and L Company
were to have a platoon of heavy machine guns. The 8l-um
‘mortars were to be in general support. \

Before giving his plan for the use of supporiing flres
the battalion commander interjected a brief comment on the
days attack. "Today," he sald, "We walted until we were in
trouble to call for fire support. Tomorrow wg'll use all
the artillery and mortars avallable to help knock those
Japs off th§ objective., In addition we're getting an air

strike."

-

(12) Personal knowledge
(13) A-1, P. b
(14) Personal knowledge
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The supporting fire.plan called for an alr strike on
the objJective at 0800. A8 soon &z the eir strike was come
pleted, two battalions of.artillery were to fire a 20 mlnute
preﬁaration. Artillery fires were to shift to the rear slope
of LONE TREE HILL when k and L Companies were ln posltlion %o
assault. The 4.2-1nch mortér platoon was to fire on call.
Cannon Company was to reinforce the artlllery fires on ocall;
two 8PM's were to engage any enemy guns loeated in the coral
caves on top of the BILL or ROCKY POINT. (ﬁ5)

THE SECOND ATTACK: JUN

The leadlng platoon of K Company moved from 1ts covered
posltion to the beach road at 0830, After the previous days
éxperiénce the men advanced warlly, momentarily expectlng
to hear the now familiar sound of the Jap 26-calliber rifles.
Two platoons tralled out in column dong the beach and still
the concealed enemy failed to fire. It began to look like
é repetition of the previous days attack. The second platoon
of X Company, accompanled by the company command group, laid
wire as 1t advanced. The scouts working only 15 yards in-
1dnd in the dense jungle frequantly dropped behind the beach
coluen and had to be replaced. (18) (Sge Map D)

All of K Company cleared the Jungle perimeter and the
battalion command group fell into position in the drawn out
column. The battalion commander was talking to the K Company
commander over hls SCR-300 radio when 1t happened. A Jeep
towing a 57-mm antitank gun along the concealed portion of
the beach road advanced too far. A Jap 75-mm gun from a
cave ;;;ition fired down the beach. The driver swerved into

the jungle vegatation to hide from the Jap gun and the front

(15) Personal knowledge
(16) Personal knowledge} statement of Captain James Emanuel.
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fender of the jeep knocked the battallon commander sprawling.

Blightly dazed and with hls leg temporarily paralyzed,
the battalion commander dlrected his command group to fall
out of the column until he could walk. (17) :

Then the battalion S8CR-300 radlo failed to contact K
_.Gompany. {It was later determined that the radlos had not
been properly dewaterproofed and some of them had abnormally
short ranges.) Untll another SCR-300 was brought forward,
communication was established by tapping the K Company as-
sault wire. At 0915 the K Company commander reported that
his leadinéfgggésieaawas orouched under a B-foot cliff at
the base of LONE TREE HILL and that the artillery was landing
directly on hls ebjective. _The-rounds were not more than
100 yards from his front but the troops were defiladed by
the cliff. (18) |

| The battalion commander contacted L Company who had
made & parallel advance about 400 yarde inland and was told
that L Gompény could not advance further until the artillery
was ehifted to the rear of the objective. (19)

The artillery lialson officer moved the artillery fire
about 200 yards west of LONE TREE HILL, and the battalion
commandier ordered the K and L Company commanders to get on
the objective as asoon as possible. '(20)

~ 8t111 in column formation, K Company scaled the'small
cliff that had been protecting them and infllitrated across
é narfow 0pen_platéau to a second protecting cliff. The com-
pany commander wase with hls lead scouts at this point and,on
tagihasty reconnalssance found a'nérrow opening In the coral

cliff. The distance from the opening to the steep bank that

(17) Personal knowledge

(18) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James Emanuel. .

(19) Personal knowledge; statsment of Captaln James P,
Jolivette.

(20) Personal knowledge
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led to the top of LONE TREE HILL was only 60 yards, but 1t
was a level open channel entirely clear of vegftatlon. Mid~
way along the channel was a slngle large: boulder that ap-
peared to offer ebver. .[21)

The M Company commander had come up to the head of
the éqlumn by thie time and was surveying the open channel
with the K Company commander. Knowlng that delay was
dangerous the K Company commander ordered his leading platoon
to_iaﬁh across the open ground and get on the objective. At
the same time the M Company commander adjusted the 8l-am
mortar platoon on the tree tops to the eﬁst of the opeﬁ /
lane. (22)

- The leading squad of X Company and the company command
group crossed the lane and scrambled half-way up the steep
8lope on the far side before a Jap machine gun opened fire.
Three men of the second squad fell to the first long buret.

- Two others dove for the cover of the large boulder ln the
lane. From the opposite flank a Jap eniper methodically
picked them off. (23) |

The M Company commander lmmediately sensed that this
was another trap. He called for more moftar fire on the
larea to the left of-the trail but the Jap machine gun con~
tinued to fire. He then ordered the mortars to shift 50-
yarde and fire WP. As soon as the phosphorous rounds began
to burst and pillar into smoke the Jap guns stopped firing.
During the lull, the M Company commander got the K Company
column in motion again. For the next hour the pattern cone
tinued. Two rounds of smoke and a squad dashed aérose, an-

other two rounds and another squad. {(24)

(21) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James Emanuel.
(22) Personal knowledge; statement of Lt Col (then Capt)
Frank Linnell.
) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James Emanuel.
24) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Frank Linnell.

-
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- The men quickly learned ¢hat the large boulder that

looked lilke sanctuary in the middle of the.so-yard lane
was actually a death trap. A single Jap snipef had his
rifle accurately tralned on the boulder. To pause long
enough to take a breath was too long.

While the M Company commander was engineering the
dash across the open lane the K Company commander on top
of the hill was organizing a hasty jungle perimeter as
fast as troops arrived on the objective. During this phase
the fight reads llke a comic opera. Two Japs, evlidently
surprised at breakfast, rushed out of a cave carrylng steam-
ing bowls of rice; another one emerged from a tunnel carry-
ing a fully packed sultcase and-déshed 15 yards to another
cave entrance. He made 1% but the sultcase dldn't. A few
minutes later hls worldly goods were divided among the troops:
two battle flags, breechea, shirts, a sllk robe, and two dozen
lead medallioné that looked like Sunday School pins. (25)

L Company in the meanwhile was running into a different
kind of resistance. Advancing up the'eloping hillside in
a column of platoons, the column was continually subject to
emall arms fire and grenades; No one could aee the enemy
but hls flre was an effectlve morale deterant. From well
camouflaged foxholes, cave openings, and tree roots, the
concealed Japs played a deadly and harassing game of tag.
Fortunately, the dense foliage greatly reduced the effect
of the .25 caliber bullets and fragmentation grenades but
thie was small solace to the man who happened to get a frag-
ment in the leg. (See Map D) '

Hoping to flush o?t the defenders, the L Company come
mander brought his second platoon abreast of the firat.

(25) Personal knowledge; otatement of Captain James Emanuel.
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Thils formation only led to more difficulties as the platoons
now had to refrain from flring toward each other. While
the columns werelélowly advancing through the Jap snlpers,
the leading elements of thé 24 Battalion closed on the tail
of L Company.

To speed up the advance the L Company commander took
a posltion at the head of his right flank platoon and the
weapons platoah leader moved to the head of the léft platoon.
With limited visual contact and with SCR-536 radlo contact
only at sporadic intervals, they aggres2sively led the com-
pany forward. As soon as they came to the crestline they
gswung %o the right toward the X Company position.

When they attempted to advance north along the cresi-
line to Joln K Company, enemy resistance stiffened. A system
of mutually supporting piliboxes and snilper posts pinned-
down the leading elements. The company commander declded
to outflank the posltion organized astride the crestline
and led hls troops down the hill to a narrow plateau. By
maneuvering aggressively they overcame the sporadic resls-
tance from their left flank and approached the K Company
perimeter from the west. (26) |

A catastrophe was narrowly averted when L Company ap-
proached the now-established K Company perimeter. In the
dense Jjungle follage a K,dompany machine gunner thought
the advancing troops were the ever-expected Jap Banzal at-
tack. He opened fire but the K Company commander, having
been warned that L Company was cloeing in, rushed to the posi-
Tion and stopped the gunners

It was 1500 hours when the tall of L Company closed

th
1ntq§i Company perimeter with & number of walking wounded

(26) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James P.
Jolivette.
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tralling the column. Two platoons g{ﬁfﬂggggggg.and a
heavy machine gun platoonfzgggwg;gg@pggzwclesely followed
L Company and the men on ﬁhe perimeter were warned that
the remﬁinder of the 2d Battalion was close behind.

While L Company wae maneuvering to link up with X
Company, I Company rapidly'moved along the same route used
by K Company. They.met no resistance untll they reached
the second c¢liff at the base of the hill. The Jap machine
gun opened flre as the men dashed across the Go;yard 1ane”é;f%
" mortars were &galn able to neutralize the unseeﬂ weapon,

- The M Company commander aseumed command of all the

" troops on the perimeteér since the battalion commander was
8t11ll unable to walk. As I and L Companies moved onte the
hill he eernded_to the west. A8 wasp customary in jungle
cperations, a complete perimétar was established around the
hill top. Unfortunately however, it was lmpossible to dig
in. Riflemen and machlne guna were placed in shallow crev-
lces ln the rough coral formation and instructed to bulwark
their positions with anything they could find. Most foxholes
and emplacements were nothing more than a crack in the coral
or an openlng between the roots of a glant tree. The gntire

. L
perimeter, now conpalning four rifle companies (less one

platoon) and three machine gun platoonsycovered an area
about 30 yards wlde and 90 yards long. Men and weapons were
emplaced about five feet apart.(27)

While the perimeter was being organized the Japs sniped
at the defenders. Occaaionally a8 mortar round landed in the
area. Our own artillerf observers were busy reglstering

fires all around the position. (28)

(27) Personal knowledge
(28) Personal knowledge



Meanwhile the 2d Battalion (less parts of F and H Com-
| pany) was heavily engaged on the crestline but they were
unable to push through the enemy position. At 1600 they
organlzed a périmeter about 400 yards south of the 34 Bat-
talion. (8ee Map D) (29)

During the day the 1lst Battallon, 20th Infantry made
seferal unsuccessful attempts to advance along the coral
road that ran.around the southern slope of the hill. As
dusk approached they were forced to reoccupy the same peri-
meter that thej had set up the previous day. (30)

At duek {about 1700) the meaning of the sporadic mor-
tar and artillery fire on the 3d Battalion perimeter became
very clear to the defenders. Shells from Japanese S0-mm
mortars, 75-mm gune and machlne guns covered the entire
area like a blanket. Obviously the previous fire had merely
been reglatrations; now the Japs were firing for efféct.

| The M Company commander called for mortar fire around
the perimeter. OQur artillery fired throughout the depth
of the known Japanese position but the Japanese mqrtar ghella
contlnued to land on our position. |

It was an anticlimax when the first Japaﬁese Banzal
developed along the ridge line to the north. For the first
time many riflemen and gunnefs saw a Jap although many of
thelr comrades had already earned their Purple Heart -- sonme
the hard way. (See Ma (31)

As thé Japanese aggressively advanced on the shell-
shocked troops laying in their shallow emplacements, the
accumulated dividends of several years of training pald of?f

in a lunp sum. Without hesitation our men opened fire.

(29) b-ﬁ, Sec. ﬁ P 2
(30) A-3, Sec. II p. 2
(31) Personal knowledge
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- The L Company weapons platoon leéder crawled to the edge
of the perlmetef to adjust his 60's. Since he couldn't

see from a kneellng position he stocd erect.by a large

tree and telephoned commands %o his mortars. The 8l-
mortar platoon leader took & post on the oppdsite side of
the same tree and adjusted hls mortars to wlthin 50-yards
of the perimeter. Machine gunners at first fired final

| protective lines, but as one gunner later explalned 1f,

"I couldn't‘see any sense firing where I couldn't see then,
go I just squirted it at the bunch behind that big log lay-
ing on the ground." (Three days later the 8-2 counted 30
bodies piled up like cordwood behind the fallen tree.) (32)

The Japaneselattaek-waa not stopped -- 1t just disinte-
grated. As long as a Jap was &live he continued to advance.
When he was ¢ut down the man behind him became the spearhead.

The attack only lasted 20 minutea. Three Japs managed
to penetrate the perimeter. Iwo were killed by bayonets
and one was strangled after he slashed a machine gun sergeant
‘with hils saber. (33)

But there was 1little glory 1ﬁ victory. The artilliery
and moriar preparation had takén a heavy topil of casualtiee
because of the ahallow emplacements; Ald men worked heroic-
ally to take care of the many wounded around the narfow
perimeter but they had only a few bottles of plasma. By
this time it wae pltch dark and the only way to find the
more B8erlously wounded was to 1léten for thelr sobbing.

Although the Japs had been repulsed their mortar rounde
atill dropped on the poaitibn.' From a few yards to the
north the Jape fired machine gune and lobbed grenades to

harase the defending troops. Sevéral men were wounded

(32) Personal knowiedge; statement of (aptaln James Emanuel.
(33) Personal knowledge:; statement of Captain Frank Linnell.
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while trying to help a casualty back to a shallow depres-
sloﬁ on the rear side of the perimeter. (34)

There w;a another serious consequence to the Jap at-
tack, In repelling the mass advance, the machlne gunnere
and 60-mm mortars had used almost all of thelr ammunitlons
Riflemen passed eliba of ammunition to the nearest machine
gun and erews hand-loaded the belts, but the gunners re- .
ported that they needed still more. The mortar sections
were told not to fire except in case of attack.

The M Company commander reported the situation to the
battallon commander and asked that every éffort be made to
evacuate the wounded and bring up more smmunition. AU this
time, however, the entire regiment was commltted. To make
matters worse, it was pitch dark and all personnel were
ingrained with the "gtay 1n your hole after t.‘-.ar.t'k"l doectrine.
(35) |

Volunteers in the SNAKEY RIVER perimeter formed an
evacuation party but they were stoppéd by the Japs along
the beach. All effeorts to assist the 34 Battalion met with
fallure. (36) | B

Throughout the night the men in the 3d Battalion peri-
meter heard the Japs talking a short distance away. The
enemy harassing fire continued through the night. Several
bayonet clashes developed as groups of two or three Japs
attempted to sneak through the perimeter. From a few yards
‘away the Jape peppered the area with fragméntation grenades,
but the machine gunners carefully hoarded thelr ammunltlon.

Casualties continued to mount during the night. Flesh

wounds received scant attention. Men simply atopped the

{34) Personal knowledge '
(35) ~Personal knowledge; statement of Captaln Frank Linnell.
(36) Personal knowledge; statement of Lt Col C. J. Van Sickle
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bleeding and wrapped them with gauze. Head and stomach
woundg received the only medical treatment we could give —-
a shot of morphine. Many times that night the men on the
| rerimeter blessed the medical officer who had had the fore-
sight to issue flve morphine amphules to every officer. (37)
From the perimeter cn SNAKEY RIVER the battalion come
mander coordinated mortar and artillery support throughout
the night, Piana were madé for elements of 3d Battalion
Headquarters Company, Reglmental Antltank Company, and
Service Company to resupply the beleaguered battalion at
daylight. (38)
The Japs were active in all areas during the nlght.
A banzal attack by 20 Japs was repulsed by the SNAKEY RIVER
perimeter; the 1st Battallon fought off several small attacks;
the 24 Battalion was aﬁtaékéd by small groups. Jap artillery
and mortars fired on-all ocoupied areas but casualties were
relatively l1ight except in the 3d Battalion perimeter. (39)
Just before daylight the second Jap Panzal attack de-
_veloped. This time it appeared to be better organlzed --
8t1ll aggressive but not guite so brash. Following their
mortﬁr preparation, they crept to within a few yards of our
perlmeter before assaulting.
When it was all over about 20 minutes later 1t was an-
other hollow #ictory. There were many dead Japs outside
the perlmeter.and some inside the perimeter., Only one radilo
wag 8tlll in operation as the others had been damaged by
fragments or small arms, The 60-mm mortars had fired all
0f thelr ammunition; the machine gunners had only empty belts.
There_wera no more fragmentation grenades. There were many

‘casualtles but no medical equipment -- not even morphine. {(40)

3% Psrsonal knowledge
38) Personal knowledge; statement of Lt Col C. J. Van Slckle
(33) A-1, p. 8

{40) Pereonal knowledge
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THE DEFENSE: 23 JUNE
At daylight all avallable men from the 34 Battallon

Headquarters Company, Regimental Antitaﬁk Company, and Ser-.
vice Company were organlzed into a supply and evacuation
party. Following the route initially opened by K Company
they fought their way to the 3@ Battalilon perimeter with
much needed ammunition. Some of the wounded were evacuated
by the same route. After the supply party completed one
trip, however, the Japs attacked the supply troops from the
west flank. The troops on top of the hill and the supply
troops attempted to reopen the supply line, but without
success. (41) ‘

The divislon commander attached_E QOmpany, lst Infantry
to the zoth_Infantry and they were committed to reestablish
the supply line. After an hour of fighting on the plateau
between the beach cliff and the hill top they flushed out
the Japs. More ammunition wasa carried up and more caaualties'
evacuated. About 1400, however, the Japs again severed ihe
supply line and L Company, let Infantry Joined the 34 Bat-
talion on the LONE TREE HILL perimeter. (42) (See Map E)

fhe 24 Battalion, 20th Infantry Jolned the 33 Batta-
lion en top of LONE TREE HILL about an~§our later. Aa they
came up they cleared the area to the west of the hill gain-
ing undisputedAposaesaion of the supply line. They formed
a perimeter west of the 3@ Battallon since the Japs along
the ridge line to the north were still contesting every foot
of ground. (See Map E) '

With the supply line fully opened reserve supplies were
- carried up to the position and all casualties evﬁcuated to

" the beach.

{41) Personal knowledge; statement of LtJJamea Young, Jr.
(42) A.1, p. 8
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As darkness came the men on the two-battalion peri-
meter were walting for the'Jap_attaek. They weren't dis-
appointed. Filrst came the Jap‘gortar and artlllery prep-
aratlion;then the Japs lapnched thelr attack from the eastern
slope of the hill. But we were bettef'preﬁared for_it'this
time. During the day the troops bulwarked thelr shallow
. holes wlth coral rocks, tree limbs, and brush. Instead of |
‘catehing our troops napping as they hoped it wouid, tﬁé at-
tack from a new direction wprked to our advantage. G Come
pany, EOthVInfantry and L Company, lst Infantry had not been
depleted by casuéltiea and they'had.plenty of ammunltion.

The Jap attack was stopped short. Not a mén broke through
the tight perimeter. (See Map E) |

During the night the Japs continued to lob grenades
into the position but there were no more mass ﬁttaeks. There
were several bayonet clashes on the perimeter ag Jap patrols
attempted to break through. |

 During the night the regimental commander radloed &
brief message: "Hold your position at all costs. There
will be two lights 1n the 0ld North Church tomorrow.% It
didn't take long to decipher this cryptic message. Obvicusly -
he was referring to Paul Revere's ride. Two lights in the
church tower meant an attack from the sea. (43)
THE DEFENSE: 24 JUNE |

At 0800 on 24 June the 3d Battalion, lst Infantry hit
the beach east of ROCKY POINT in LVT'S (Landing Vehicle,
Tracked). Divislon artilleéry rained shells on the enemy
held area an& the 6th Reconnaissance Troop, standlng offahore
in LVT Al's (Armored Landing Vehlcles), fired into the eastern
base of the coral hill. (See Map F) '

(43) Personal knowledge; statement of‘ﬁaptain Frank Linnell.
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The men on the perimeter had a grandstan& seat for
the amphlbious landing, but they were unabie to give much
fire support. From cave positions and tunnels in the verti-
cal slde of the coral hill, the hidden Jéps stopped the land-
ing befofe the troops advanced 50 yards.

The amphibious assault was very pracafious for the next
24 hours, but it contributed lmmeasurably to the fall of the
Jap poslition. During the day, patrols from the 20th Infantry
Battallions on the perimeter rofced thelr way along the crest-
line against greatly reduced resl#tance. Caves and tunnels
occupled by the Japs a rew"houra before were closed with
demolitions, Assault troope with flame throwers broke inte
the maln tunnel of the Jap underground labryinth and sealed
off the secondary tunnels. Many Japs committed honorable
Hari Karl rather than surrender. The two battallon peri-
meter was extended to the north and east as the Japs were
eliminated.. L Company, lst Infantry attempted to relleve
the pressure on the remaihder of the 34 Battallon but were
themselves caught in a murderous cross fire between two Jap
cave positions. _EBELEED_E)

As darknesé came the situation on LONE TREE HILL was
much more secure than it hsd been for the past three days.
The amphibious beachhead, however, was still less than 75
yards deep. {44)

THE FINAIE: 25 JUNE _

The finale of this operation was typlecal of the Japs;
Driven from thelr cave shelters, pounded relentlessly with
four artillery battalions and numercus mortars, and out-
flanked by the amphiblous forces to the west, they made a
last desperate gesture. Worked into a Sakl frenzy and shouting

(44) A-3, Sec. 1I p. &

23



!

at the top of their volces, the remnants of the Jap force
attacked Just before daybreak. ‘Accurately registered mortars
and artilléry‘atopped many of the Japs. Those that advanced
to ﬁithin grenade throwing range of the perimeter were
systematically cut down. None broke through. {See Map G)

 With the coming of daylight on 25 June reslstance was
broken on LONE TREE HILL. For the first time the stench of
corpses exposedvto the troplcal sun overpowered the acrid
smell of gun powder. |

That uncolorful phase of combat aptly described as
mopping up began. Patrols roamed through the shell torn
Jungle. More cave openinge were sealed. The souvenir °
hunters came streaming up the steep incline that had been
called “the gauntlet.® (45)

During this brief engagement more than one-third of
the men on the hill were casualties. The 3d Battalion
earned 282 Purple Hearts; 08 men were killed. Total divi.
eion casualtles for this action and the mopping up phase
which contlnued for ancother 8 days were over 800. But the
Japs 414 not get off 1lightly; 942 dead were counted around
the LONE TREE HILL perimetef. Many others were sealed 1ln
caves or burled. For thelr part in thls action the 34 Bat-
talion, 20th Infantiry received the Distiﬂguished Unit Clta~

tion. (46) _
| ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
INTELLIGENGE

Information obtained from priscners of war ls only

of limited value unless corroborated by other intelligence

“sources. In this operation the information obtalned from

(45) Personal knowledge
(46) A-2, A-3
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the lone Japanese prisoner was given undue credibility.
Contrary to his testimony, the Jap defenders had very high
morale, plenty of food and ammunitlon, and no intentlon of
giving up without a fight. After the attack on 22 June the
divielon commander quickly recognlzed that the Japanese
resistance was much more determined than expected and planned
the amphibious landing to outflank the resistance. Had he
not taken lmmediate steps to assist the initial attack force
the objective might have been lost,
AGGRESSIVENESS

The patrol on 19 June advanced about two-thirds of
the way up LONE TREE HILL agalnet only slight resistance.
Had they been more aggressive they might have advanced %o
the crestline and held it until the remainder of the 3d Bat-
tallion could join them. True, thle would have necessitated
a hastily organlzed movement at a late hour but 1t might
have saved casualties in the long run. Only the fact that
the final K Compﬁny attack wag made from an unexpected direc-
tion allowed the battalicn to get on the objective wlthout
heavy casugslties. | ’
MANEUVER

The fact that the 24 Battalion was not able to link ,
up with the 34 Battalion for almost 72-hours lndicates
that the maneuver was too compllicated. Maps of jungle
areas are not generally accuréte and hill masses, sireams,
trails, .and other key terrain features frequently'are not
accurately plbtted. An enveloping mdvement 18 practicable
only when the two forces can maintain communication and

can accurately locate themselves on the ground.
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- SURPRIS

The Japanese defendera on LONE THEE HILL were eur-
prised. The last minute decision to attack the Jap posi-
tion from the beach paid tremendous dlvidends. Had K Gom;
pany been confronted by an alert defending force rather
than an enemy outpost, they could not have spanned the open
fire lane and scrambled up the steep embankment in single
file. Had the K Company commander failed to organize
rapldly or the M Company commander falled to use his sup-
porsing fires, this attack would have failed. More important,
the initlal advantage of surprise would have been forever
lost. '

ACTION UNDFR FIRE _

Most of the 34 Battalions casualtlies resulted from mor-
tar and artillery fire. Tree burste made the fire praticularly
deadly. Had overhead cover or even simple slit trenches been
avallable many casuslties would have been prevented. In this
case there was no alternative. The men could not dig through
the coral and no material was available for overhead cover.
To move forward was impossible; to move in any other direc-
tlon was to glve up the‘objective; |

| SUPPORTING FIRES

In this operation, as in many other small unit actlons,
the 1ntelligent use of supporting fires spelled the differ-
ence between success and fallure. To a large degree this
can be traced back to the fegimental commandier. While the
regiment was training at MILNE BAY, Coclonel W. M. Ives re-
quired every officer to learn to adjust mortar and artillery

-fire. Consequentlyrwhenrforward observers were not avalle

able, any officer who could establish communication with a
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supporting unlt could adjust fire. Artillery and mortars
were brought to within 100 yards of our own front lines;
when troops héd good cover, the supporting fires were
brought within 50 yérds. White phosphorous was used both
as an incendlary and casualty agent. The Japs feared 1t
more than high explosive ammunition. |
DECEPTION
There is éne aspect of fire support that must be
entered on the debit side of the ledger. On several ocoa-
sions the wily Japs waitéd until our mortar rounds were in
the alr and then dropped a féw of thelr own rounds on our
troops. Our men thought they were being hit by their own
mortars. All firing ceased for a few minutes while observers
and fire dlréction personnel checked and double checked. To
restore the confidence of the front-line soldiers each com-
mander had %o personally explaln the Jap ruse to his men.
ENEMY ATTACKS |
The Banzal attack is worthy of consideration only from

& negative point of view. Ill-conceived and ill-executed,
they were never successful., In fact after the firat reaction
to the ahock‘of being attacked in mass, our troops eagerliy
awalted the Jap Banzal. The rash attackers habitually took
100 per cent casualtles while our own were megligible. But
we constructed two false premises based@ on the fool-hardy
night Banzal: (l) Night attacks are not feasible in close
terrain (2) 8Since the enemy attacks at night, we must
remaln motionless in our foxholes and shoot ﬁnything that
moves above the ground. It took us many days of combat to
-recognize'the now-obvious flaws ln these two propositionsa.

| There are two kinds of courage on the battlefield --




physlcal courage and moral courage. One 1s as important

as the other. Far too many platoon leaders and company
commanders became casualties while doing the work of a
scouts It 18 necessary that all leaders display physical
courage at times to bolster the morale of their unit. A
platoon leader must occaslonally lead his scouts; a company
commander advance with his front lines. But the leader's.
pnsitidn is where he can best influence the action of his
entire team -- not Just a few individuals. In this action
platoon leadera-and company commanders felt morally Bbligated
to share the moat dangerous assignmente with their men. Com-
pany and battallon command posts were less than 30 yards
from the front lines. Lieutenants and captains led 12-man
patrols. Officers sometimes manned bazockas and machiné,
gune.

One comment that repeatedly appears in after action
reporfs aptly describes the relationshlip between these two
Sypes of courage: many battalion commanders reﬁark that it
would have been easler for them to lead a patrol on a very
dangerous mlission, knowlng that some of the men would not
return, than to order the patrol To go out,

LESSGNS

l. Information gained from prisoners of war must be

—

carefully evaluated. .

RRRe PO PRI

el iWhen a patrol 1s able %o nake substantial galns

or occupy key terrain, it should hold the key feature

until 1t can be relnforced.

3. In jungle operations the plan of maneuver muat be

simple. Under adverse conditions of visiblllty and com-
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munication a slmple plan 1s difficult; a diffidult plan
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ls lmpossible.
4, Surprise 1a obtained by resort to the bold ang .

e
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audacious. Attacking rrom an unexpected direction or in

DI v

unexpected gtrength may catch the defender off balance.

5. The value of foxholes, slit trenches, and overhead

R we e
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cover for protection from mortar and artillery fire cannot
Lo R

R

be over emphasirzed, But there are times when the assault
troope will simply have to lay flat and take 1t.
6. All combat leaders shounld. know-haw.to adgust the

............
agr pramabiad T

fire of supportiqg{wegpona."”
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7. Leadera and men muat be alert to reeugnize trickery.
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8. Gambat leasona based on enemy tactics must be closely

scruténized. It is eaay to construct ‘a raulty premise based
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on the Buccess or failure of tactics which vary from our own.

9. Leaders must reoagnize that both physlcal and moral

courage are equally eBSential.
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